The
Craddock
Center
for CHILD
and FAMILY

ENRICHMENT
Our mission
is to deliver
educational
and cultural
programs to
children,
families, and
communities,
primarily
in Southern
Appalachia.
We serve by
sharing and
spreading
centuries-old
traditions of
song and story.

J U LY / A U G U S T 2 0 2 2

NEWSLET TER
A Taste of Milk & Honey

Yes, I Guess You Could Say that our Children’s Enrichment Program adds luxury to the otherwise rather
sparse lives of many of the children we serve. This is not to say that we regard as of less value the basic needs
of food, clothing, and shelter, needs that occupy parents of the children. Of course not. We watch and listen
and often stretch our funds to help address those needs. But the point is, we do not regard all luxuries as
luxuries. A story, a song, a book, a toy, a funny hat, a silly game: these, too, are necessities, not luxuries. It is not
the case that bread on the table is the only necessity; so is the candle, the violin, the colorful napkin, and the
laughter of those who love the child. These, too, are essential because the children are human beings, created
in God’s image, with hearts, minds, feelings, and imagination.
Once Jesus and his friends were guests at a dinner party at which a woman anointed Jesus with an expensive
ointment. Some of Jesus’ friends objected, calling her act “wasteful.” Jesus heard their complaining and
responded sharply, “Leave her alone; she has done a beautiful thing for me.”
I’m sure you already know, but let me again assure all of you who give to the Children’s
Enrichment Program: Not one penny of your gift is wasted. Every penny goes toward
those things every child really needs.
Thank you for your generosity.
- From Dr. Fred Craddock, Milk & Honey, July 2009

From the Executive Director

HAPPY NEW YEAR! On July 31, 2022, The Craddock Center wrapped up another outstanding fiscal year. We had
an exceptionally good year in so many ways. Some of the highlights of the year include:
• The Craddock Center and its Arts Specialists provided the Children’s Enrichment Program to 1,140 pre-K and
Head Start children in nine counties in three states. We provided these children: three brand new books during
the year, handmade knitted hats & wooden toys, a pair of gloves, Santa visits, and 593 hours of Children’s
Enrichment Programming. And, thanks to our donors, we were able to go into the classrooms every week!
• We also donated 500 new books and 1,200 nearly new books to other non-profits and organizations and
gave away 550 books to children at local festivals.
• We charted a new Cub Scout Troop.
• Two new Alcoholics Anonymous groups began meeting weekly at The Craddock Center.
• We supported Mental Health initiatives and programs in Fannin and Gilmer counties.
• We added five New board members.
• The Living Room program provided furniture and household goods to 89 families and individuals.
• 151 volunteers logged 1,591 hours to support the work of The
Craddock Center. 23 new volunteers joined us this past fiscal year.
• We provided 84 Craddock Cares, Welcome Newborn, and Kits for Kids
bags to local first responders and other organizations and non-profits.
We ended the year in a strong financial position due to the generosity
of our donors and record grant income. The Craddock Center added
99 new supporters to our donor rolls. Thank you!!

P.O. Box 69
186 Fred Craddock Drive
Cherry Log, GA 30522
706-632-1772
craddockcenter@tds.net
craddockcenter.org

So, once again, HAPPY NEW YEAR! The Craddock Center is looking
forward to its next year of serving the children and families of
southern Appalachia!

Happy & Hope...We Deliver

A
DREAM
COMES
TRUE
MT. KILIMANJARO

What is it like to manifest a 20-year-old dream
to summit the world’s tallest freestanding
mountain? I finally found out this June when
I climbed Mt. Kilimanjaro in Tanzania with
Beyond Adventures. COVID postponed this
trip twice, but it was worth the wait!
My trip kicked off with nearly missing my flight and my
luggage arriving 48 hours late! Thankfully, my bags arrived
just before our early morning departure for Kilimanjaro
National Park. These mishaps added to the adventure,
reminding me to surrender control and trust that this
unique experience would be just as it should be.
Our group of eight was met by four guides and twenty
porters who were there to do everything they could to
help us get up the mountain. Our lead guides have been
climbing Kibo, the highest of Kili’s three peaks, for over
20 years, with 250+treks to the summit. Their knowledge
and experience put us at ease every day. Our porters did
everything else – cooking, setting up tents, pumping
water, and carrying equipment on their backs, shoulders,
and heads always with smiles on their faces and genuine
care for our well-being. At the end of each day’s climb
my porter, Ahimidewe, greeted me with a huge smile, fist
bump, and “Good job, sister,” before taking my pack and
poles to my tent and leading me to a chair to rest.
The hike took us through the four climate zones of
Kilimanjaro – rainforest, moorland, alpine desert, and glacier.
We saw plants native to the mountain, clouds that covered
everything below, glorious sunsets, and endless trails down
into valleys and up along ridges as we hiked high and slept
low. Before this trip, I had not been above 4,000 feet!
Our group bonded instantly and enjoyed encouraging
conversations each day. We learned about the mountain and
its beauty from our guides. We laughed so much… when our
guide John Simon would tell us the day would be, “easy peasy
squeeze lemon,” when Drew, president of Beyond Adventures,
tried to reassure us that the hike would be, “rolling hills,” and
when Belosi, our water porter whose incredible strength
pumped water for us at every campsite, would ask to refill our
water bottles because he’d, “like to close my office.”
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Each day on Kilimanjaro began
with, “Knock, knock, tea,” from
our cooks Alphons and Rahma,
who brought hot tea and coffee
to my tent, followed by a bowl of
warm water for washing. We’d join
in the mess tent for a delicious
hot breakfast that began with
porridge, prep for the climb,
and praying with our team for
the day ahead. We began our
hikes in silence to reflect on the
experience.
Augustine, one of my fellow
climbers and regional director
of Young Life in Uganda, has
a laugh and smile to brighten
anyone’s hardest day. He usually
made it for about two minutes of
silence before he wanted to talk
to someone, but none of us ever
seemed to mind.
On our second day I knew we
would stop for lunch, but I was
surprised to see the mess tent
set up with table, chairs, and a
hot meal prepared for us. After
lunch we set back out on the
trail, heading for a high altitude
for acclimatization before
descending into the valley for
the night. In the meantime, our
porters broke down lunch and
raced past us yet again to get

to camp and set everything up
for the evening. “Jambo!” they
would call. “Asante sana (thank
you so much)!” was our reply. We
were encouraged each day when
Gabriel, our lead guide, said at our
final rest stop, “Okay guys, let’s go
home!” We knew our campsite
was close. We arrived to cheerful
porters, a bustling campsite,
and time to rest, read, journal, or
gather in the mess tent for freshly
popped popcorn, cocoa, and
tea. Our days ended by sharing
dinner together, reflecting on
the day and receiving any details
for tomorrow’s climb. Bedtime
came early and the sounds of our
porters finishing the day laughing
and talking in Swahili helped us
drift off to sleep.
We hiked for four days through
beautiful terrain. We ate delicious
meals including beef fajitas with
homemade guacamole at 15,000
ft. We challenged our bodies to
acclimate to altitude and slept on
inclines in a tent. We celebrated
the success of scaling an 800 ft.
vertical rock wall, some more
gracefully than others. Each
day I grew more aware of the
impending final push to the top.

We attempted a few hours rest
at 16,000 feet before waking
at 11:30 p.m. for a 12:30 a.m.
departure. Winds whipped our
tents that night, and we became
anxious for what summit night
would bring. We left under a full
moon with headlamps lighting
the way. Our guides and summit
porters were an integral part
of our successful climb to the
top, carefully watching our
every step. Around 17,000 ft I
felt lightheaded, and I became
worried I might not reach the
summit. Another guide, Wilfred,
helped me stand and picked
up my pack. I assumed it was
to shove my five layers on top
into my shoulder straps, but
instead he put his pack inside of
mine and wore my pack for the
remainder of the climb. I was
overcome with emotion by this
act of service, but Wilfred looked
at me and smiled. He said, “No
tears, Laura. Let’s go.” After five
hours of hiking, we began to see
the glimpse of a breathtaking
sunrise over the horizon. At that
same moment, “Here Comes the
Sun,” by the Beatles came on the
playlist I made for the summit.
What timing! We continued all

the way to Uhuru (freedom, in
Swahili) Peak at 19,354 ft. After
congratulations and photos,
we quickly began our descent
to 13,000 ft. for a final night of
camping.
Our last morning brought a
celebration of gratitude for our
team– singing, dancing, giving
out tips and words of affirmation
in both English and Swahili, and a
prayer of thanksgiving for all the
guides, porters, and their families.
A long day of steep descent was
filled with retelling stories from
the climb, more laughter, and sore
muscles.
We reached the gate at 6,000 ft to
head back to Arusha. After final
hugs goodbye, we boarded the
bus to officially end the climb.
While reaching the summit was
a moment in time I will always
remember, the greater gift was
spending time with the amazing
group that included not just those
of us climbing, but the cloud of
witnesses that loved and served
every step of the way.
Laura Jensen is a member of
the Board of Directors for The
Craddock Center

Promoting Children’s Literacy at Home
While teaching a child to read can feel daunting, there are actually a lot of really simple ways to encourage a positive relationship with reading.
Here are some easy ways you can boost your child’s literacy skills:
READ!
Reading to your
child is the best way
to help children
develop literacy
skills. Studies from
around the world
have found that
children who are
read to by their
caregivers see
numerous academic
benefits. Kids who
are read to have
stronger early
literacy skills, which
makes learning to
read easier. They
also have a larger
vocabulary. Simply
reading books with
your child every day
will have a huge
impact on their
literacy skills.

Teach Children
Rhymes & Songs
Nursery rhymes
are not just cute
songs children
love to recite.
They play a crucial
role in language
and literacy
development.
Rhymes help
children develop
an understanding
of the patterns
of language
and understand
the sounds and
blends that are the
building blocks of
words. Teaching
and practicing
nursery rhymes will
lay an important
foundation for
literacy.

Model Reading
Behavior You
Want to See
If you want to
encourage literacy
at home, make
sure to model that
behavior at home.
Set aside time to
turn off distractions
like the television
or your phone and
sit down with a
good book. This
type of modeling
will be powerful as
children get older
and are able to read
independently.
They’ll see how they
can incorporate
reading into their
daily lives even
as other activities
demand their
attention.

Turn on the
Captions
Reading doesn’t just
have to be with a
book. We all watch
online videos, television, and movies.
Promote literacy by
simply turning on
the captions. It will
help kids make a
connection between
the words they are
hearing and the
words they’re reading on the screen. It’s
also a great way for
them to identify any
new vocabulary they
hear. Next time they
read that word in a
text, they’ll be more
likely to correctly
identify it.

Talk to Your Kids
Speaking to your
children is a great
way to increase their
vocabulary. Many in
education point to a
“word gap,” or a difference in vocabulary
between children
when they enter
school. There are
many causes for this
gap, but one thing
researchers have
found is that children
who get regular
conversations with
adults learn more
words. Don’t be
afraid to use “big
words” when talking
to children. You can
always explain their
meaning, and the
more often kids hear
new words, the more
likely they are to pick
up on their meaning
through context.

Practice
Storytelling
A simple way to
promote literacy
at home is to
encourage your
child to tell you
stories. This will help
them gain a better
understanding
of the rhythm
of narrative
storytelling, which
will benefit them
as they grow and
read more complex
fiction. They can
tell you real stories
about their lives
or make up stories
and flex their
imaginations.

Thank You Anonymous!

During the year we receive many monetary donations, books, and hats from many anonymous
donors. Thank you for your generous gifts!
We wish we knew who you are so that we could thank you. Please know that your anonymous gifts
are valued and appreciated, and they help us bring joy to the many children that we serve. Thank you!
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Calling All Knitters
The Craddock Center has a long-standing
tradition of providing our 3- and 4-yearold children a handmade, knitted cap in
November. This gift provides the children
much-needed warmth during the winter. We
have been able to do this because of the time
and generosity of knitters and knitting groups
from all over the country! THANK YOU!
As of the time of this publication, we have
received 648 of the 1,200 knitted caps that
we need for this November. You can mail your
handmade knitted caps to The Craddock
Center, 300 Cherry Log St., #69, Cherry Log,
GA 30522. We can also pick them up within
a reasonable distance from The Craddock
Center. You can reach us at 706-632-1772.

Welcome to Our Newest Board Members
The Board of Directors of The Craddock Center welcomes its newest Board members, Bev Cook and Carol Hanson. If you have an interest in
serving on the Board of The Craddock Center, please contact Kirk Cameron at kirk-craddock@tds.net.

Bev Cook

Carol Hanson

Bev has always been dedicated to education. She
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Elementary
Education from the University of Evansville in 1973,
a Master of Education in School Administration
and Supervision from the University of Virginia in
1980, and an Education Specialist degree in 1985
from George Washington University. Bev went
on to teach elementary school for seven years before going into
elementary administration for eight years. She worked as a mentor
for first-year teachers in Jackson Public Schools in Mississippi and
evaluated masters’ level first- year teachers for Belhaven College. Bev
also taught literacy workshops for volunteers. The last seven years of
her education career involved School Evaluation and Improvement
for JBHM Education Group and the Mississippi State Department of
Education. Bev’s current educational interest is educating parents of
newborns to age three to be their child’s first teacher. Bev recently
moved to Mineral Bluff. She has two children, a daughter who teaches
music in Xian, China, and a son in Seattle.

Carol is a native Georgian and is currently a resident
of Snellville. She has extensive experience in the
business world, including 11 years with Georgia
Power Company in Atlanta, Georgia; 20 years with
the Atlanta Area School for the Deaf in Clarkston,
Georgia; and 12 years with U.S. Poultry & Egg
Association in Tucker, Georgia. She retired from
full-time employment in 2013, vacating the position of Executive
Assistant to the President of U.S. Poultry & Egg Association. Carol
currently assists with administrative duties at New Hope Christian
Church in Lawrenceville, Georgia. She also serves as Chair of the
Board at New Hope. She has also had the privilege of working with
underprivileged and special needs children on Roatan, an island off
the coast of Honduras.

If you have an interest in serving on the Board of The Craddock Center, please contact Kirk Cameron at kirk-craddock@tds.net.
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DONATE NOW
We Need Gloves for the Children!
On November 9th, we will give all of our 1,200 children a brand-new pair of
gloves along with a handmade knitted cap and a new children’s book.

The winters are harsh in the mountains of southern Appalachia and The Craddock
Center wants to help provide warmth to our children. YOU CAN HELP!
We need 1,200 pairs of gloves. For as little as $13.99 you can purchase a dozen
pairs of gloves. Go to the following ‘wish list’ link https://www.amazon.com/hz/
wishlist/ls/2EKPBPJGEDZ6J?ref_=wl share on Amazon to order gloves. You can
also send a donation to 300 Cherry Log St, #69, Cherry Log, GA 30522 and make a
note of ‘gloves’ in the lower left corner of the check.
Since making the initial appeal in the last issue of Milk & Honey, we have
received 144 pairs of gloves and a donation of $70 to purchase gloves…
THANK YOU!
Let’s help our children focus on learning and not on how to find ways to stay
warm.

Thank you for your generosity!
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You can support

The Craddock Center

NOW! Just hover over the
code (below) with your phone
camera and then select the
“Craddock Center” prompt.

Thank You

for your generosity!

Friends of The Craddock Center

The Craddock Center cannot do what we do for the children and families of Southern Appalachia without the financial support of our donors.
Thank you and recognition to those individuals, organizations, and foundations for their generosity
in supporting The Craddock Center since January 1, 2021 (as of July 31, 2022).

$30,000+

$20,000+

William B. Orkin Foundation, Inc.
$4,000+
Sue and Michael Hriljac
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Haralson
Friendship Christian Church,
Athens, Georgia
Ray and Muriel Larson Fund
John and Janis Craddock
Church of the Good Samaritan

$15,000+
The George Link Jr. Charitable Trust
Eugene and Karen Boring
$10,000+
Marshall Burke
Kirk Cameron & Michael Kilpatrick
Mrs. Nettie Craddock
Warren & Augusta Hume Foundation
Gary and Nancy Fayard
$5,000+
Joseph Cantwell
Ethel and Clayton Hock
Scott Hudgens Family Foundation, Inc.
Elizabeth Roberts King Endowment
The Hammill Family Foundation
Piedmont Charitable Foundation
Faith, Hope and Charity
Dr. Russ Atchley
Diane and Robert Thorpe
Paige Peugh
Linda Kliros
Peachtree Corners Christian Church
Gayle Curtin
Loahna Brenner
Lynn Doss
August Fifth Foundation, Inc.
Sarah and Floyd Feeley Fund
Ronald and Bette Jensen
Earline Crooke
Jen and Ryon McCabe
Gordon Hellman

$3,000+
North Georgia Community
Foundation
CLR Holding Corporation
Christian Church Foundation
Susan Elliott-Bryan
Milly Hastings & Steve Stevens
Earline Crooke

Clarence and Gwendolyn
Seeliger
South State Bank of Blue Ridge,
Georgia
Barry and Cathy Vincent
Cheryl Jordon
Community Foundation of
Greater Greensboro
Nancy McGrath

Frances Wood Wilson Foundation, Inc.
$2,000+
Richard and Sally Sears Belcher Gift Fund
Ameriprise Financial – Michelle & Steve Flynn
Georgia Power Foundation
Larry King
Church of the Good Samaritan
Dr. Rolf Meinhold
William Chappell
Estate of Woody Dwain Fowler
Marcia Lehman
John Hastings
Clipper Petroleum Foundation
Amicalola EMC Trust
Diane Bales
Big Canoe Women’s Fellowship
Beth Roberts
Trisha and Jack Senterfitt
Jerry and Faye Hardiman

$500+
Rebecca and Daniel Doster
McBrayer Family Foundation
Donna Fowlie
Gerald Kersey
Chris Hacker
Susan Bacher
Ann H. Cook Living Trust
Pickens County Family
Connection

$1,000+
Gilmer County Family Connection
William and Patty Crowl
Mark and Judith Musick
Tri-State EMC Foundation
Ronald and Bette Jensen
Reba Gibson
John and JoAnn Orr
Wilton and Margie Moulder Charitable Fund
North Carolina Community Foundation
Carol Givens McGinnis
Ken Cissna
Rev. Dr. Gerald and Dr. Joan Lord
Larry Anderson
Hartwell and Susan Dew
Cindy West
Don Brewer
Ellijay Lions Club Charities
Community Foundation for Northeast GA
Frank Bratcher
Nick Patterson Outdoor Services
Michael and Amelia Ellison

McRoberts Counseling Services
David Watson
Rebecca Bunton
Corinna Luce
Jennille Martin
United Community Bank Ellijay
Sarah Allred
Jackson EMC Foundation
Robin Massaro

William Prather
Jim McLean
Edward and Margaret Nelson
Sherry and Bill Echelberger
Ann White Morton
Tommy and Cathy Archibald
Joseph and Denise Dinardo

Up to $500
Lynette Brown
Bruce Harken
Douglas and Donna Jones
Log Cabin Community Church
Mt. Zion United Methodist Church
Jacqueline Hix
Camille Boyd
Robert and Ida-Anne Clarke
Linda and John Montgomery
Nancy M. Payne
Jay Smith
Leslie and Susan Spencer
Ruth L. Webb
Willis and Leona DuVall
Mark Hellman
Susan Rawls
James R. and Betty Willis
Cherry Log Disciples Women
Destini and Matthew Shope
Eve and William Earnest
Tallulah and Williams Lyons
Linda and Maxie Brown
James and Vicki Collins
Jewish Congregation of Blue Ridge
James Riggans
Betty Lamb
Andy and Sherry Meeks
Layne Earl and Linda Smith
Thomas Rayburn
Louise H. Reaves
Cathy Saunders
Barbara Thompson
John H. and Frances Tipton
Johnny W. Wray
Richard and Peggy Ziglar

Thomas and Jane Keene
Albert Toth
Tom and Beverly Ottinger
Ken Brenneman
Richard J. Coombs
Abigail Storey
Beth Bowser
Ellen Bulterman
Sandra De Rose
Amy Grosklags
Charles S. Krick
Lori and Ron McCane
Joanne Verburg
Darwin and Leslie Brook
Marguerite and Charles Burch
Chris Hall
Angela DeLorme, P.C.
Frances E. Shumake
Gerald Goeller
Rachel Callihan-Cowart
Mary P. Beussee
Thomas Weatherly
Jesse Alsobrook
Carol and Tom Grace
Deanna Turco
Susan and Vincent Marino
Lois and Eugene Watson
Scott and Ann Smith
Helen Daniels
Candace Youngberg
Stephanie and John Hodgin
Thomas Johnson
Dan and Margaret Smith
Betty Morgan Sanders
Marjorie Henson

Susan Anthony
Thomas Weatherly
Carrie Cirrito
Mary Jo Dellinger
Amy Grosklags
Kathy Williams
Jennifer and Wendell Fox
Melissa Misener
Alight Solutions
Mr. and Mrs. J. F. Reeves
Alexis Malone
Gilbert Treadwell
Peachtree Christian Church
Lori and Ron McCane
Laura Reifschlager
James Thomas Services
Jay Smith
Sara Castro
Victor and Barbara Cavanaugh
Douglas and Donna Jones
Jay Swindler
Anne Prince
Gerald Goeller
Troy Shirbroun
Carol McBath
Ellen Bulterman
Stacey Day
Benton MacKaye Trail Association
John and Frances Tipton
Susan Klevansky
Richard and Linda Goddard
Joanne Verburg
Carol Payne
Steven Pruett
Jacqueline Hix
Janet Ward
J. P. Lumpkin
Stephen Leighton
Anonymous
Donna O’Neal
Woodrow and Cynthia Minick
Captain James Kell Chapter DAR
Kenneth and Karen Upchurch
Kimberly Farish
Karen and Thomas Spilker
Robert and Emily Cowdrick
William and Winship Durrett
Lutheran Church by the Lake Women
Mary Ann and John Busby
Gloria Rippy
James Shelton
Amanda Timberlake
Judy Weiland
Mt. Zion United Methodist Women
Barbara Phillips and Karen Richards
Vera Roberts
Knox Jensen
Kenneth Irby
Abigail Storey
McCaysville United Methodist Church
Linda Wright
Allen and Sharon Garrison
Laura and Ryan Jensen
Rebecca Bunton
Paul H. Anderson
The Giving Fund
Dr. John Frank Nolen, Jr.
Martha and Luther Lewis, Jr.
John and Margaret Roark
Joyce Pruett
Martha Hodge
Sheena Tomlinson
Dorothy Houk
Judith Clairmont and Timothy Vanduser
Diane Payne
Michael McWilliams
Bill and Sharon Golden
Amy and Scott McChesney
Lee Morrison
Maryo Ewell
Carol Hanson
Marla Johnson
Carlos and Carol Martel
John and Ann Watson
Darryl and Marilyn Devnich
Cheryl Lawson
Thomas Fuquay
Albert Toth
Due West United Methodist Church
Quita Liu
Jeffre Ray
Stephanie Boughton
Michael and Charlotte O’Keefe
Barbara Clark
Susan Daugherty
Martha and Richard Kessler
Peter Loader
Cynthia and George Quillian
Stewart and Sarah Draper
Barbara Hollis
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Lee
Emily Smith and Karen Hunter
Keith Herrell
Beverly Cook
Anne Haltiwanger

